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Tensions Rise Between homosexuals and the

Sacramento area's growing Slavic Evangelscal

by Eric Baiey - March 18, 2008

FOLSOM, CALIF. -- One punch was all it took. One punch to forever divide. One punch to kill a young
man.

On a hot summer afternoon along a placid lakefront in the Sacramento suburbs, Satender Singh
(pictured left) had come with a group of fellow Fijians to celebrate his promotion at an AT&T call center.
Three married couples and Singh, a lighthearted 26-year-old, drank and hooted and danced a crazy conga
line to East Indian music.

An innocent outing? Not in the eyes of the Russian family a few picnic tables away.

Andrey Vusik, 29, (pictured below/right) fresh from morning church services with his young children in
tow, stared with disgust as Singh danced and hugged the other men while their wives giggled. To the
Russian, Singh seemed rude and inappropriate, a gay man putting on an outrageous public display.

Angry stares led to an afternoon of traded insults. As the long day slid toward dusk, the tall Russian
immigrant approached with a friend to demand an apology. Singh refused. Vusik threw a single punch.

Singh's head smacked into a concrete walkway. The joyful young man with the musical laugh died four
days later of brain injuries.

: Now, half a year after that angry Sunday afternoon at Lake Natoma, 15 miles east of the state Capitol,
Satender Singh the case remains anything but resolved.

Vusik, a father of three, fled the U.S. and remains a fugitive, charged with involuntary manslaughter. Authorities
suspect he is on the run in Russia, and the FBI has joined the hunt. Meanwhile, a young friend of Vusik -- Alex
Shevchenko -- faces trial next month on hate-crime charges, accused of helping to inflame the confrontation last July
1 and then hurling a bottle as he fled.

The tragedy has exacerbated tensions between Sacramento's gay community and the region's booming population
of Slavic evangelical Christians, whose most vocal congregants in recent years have mobilized on the streets and
statehouse steps to protest homosexuality.

Shevchenko did not throw a punch, but he could face three years behind bars if convicted. Slavic leaders say the
21-year-old is being scapegoated. They say an isolated tragedy is being used to ostracize their community of refugees
from the former Soviet Union.

"This was not a hate crime; this was a street fight," said Roman Romasco, executive director of the Slavic
Assistance Center in Sacramento. "From a street fight, they try to make a big case. From a little spark, they try to
make a big fire. But you cannot blame the whole community over this."

Gay rights activists in Sacramento, which has one of the larger per capita gay populations in the U.S., believe
Singh's death is the inevitable result of an organized campaign of homophobia imported from the old Soviet republics.

Andrey Vusik

"The roots of what these guys did to Satender Singh can be traced to what's being preached in their churches," said Jerry Sloan, founder
of Project Tocsin, a Sacramento-based group that monitors the religious right. "Some sitting in those pews believe they've heard it straight from
God: that homosexuality is an abomination."

With as many as 100,000 newcomers from republics such as Russia, Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus, the Sacramento region has one of the
nation's largest concentrations of Soviet immigrants. Most began arriving in the late 1980s -- about a third of them conservative evangelical
Christians seeking religious freedom.

The influx has created a thriving Russian community with Russian-language newspapers, cable TV and radio shows, as well as 70 Slavic
churches -- nearly all adherents of a fundamentalist creed that condemns homosexuality.

Those beliefs, preached from the pulpit and voiced in Russian-language media, did not attract much attention until 2005, when a vocal
crowd of Slavic evangelicals mounted a protest at the state Capitol against same-sex marriage.

In the years since, they have become the most aggressive anti-gay contingent in the region. Holding signs and wearing T-shirts
proclaiming "Sodomy is a Sin," they have mounted protests against state legislation, rallied at school board meetings and picketed fundraisers
for politicians backed by gay-rights groups.

Sometimes their protests have taken a more personal tack.

(continued on page 4)
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from 6:30pm -7:30pm at the Sacramento Gay & Lesbian Center in Sacramento!
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El Dorado County Placer & Nevada County
A social & online support group for gay &seixual men For more info visitwww.nevadacountypride.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/WesternSlopeMensSocialGrou WPFLAG of Grass Valley & Nevada City
wlf the Shoe Fits (aka ITSEgsbian/Women)

For more info contact: 28 Commercial Street #310

For more info write to: PO Box 295 El Dorado, CA 95623 Nevada C|ty CA 9598507 (530) 2721735
wPFLAG dPlacerville wPFLAG of the Foothills
For more info contact: PO Box 504 El Dorado, CA 95623

For more info write to: 2280 Grass Valley Highway
(530) 6216700 #293 in Auburn, CA 95603

Amador, Calaveras & Tuolumne County

w h ditie Matlyer Lode(GLBTH contact Sierra Hope at 1168 Booster Way, P.O. Box 159, Angels Camp, CABBR22209) 736792
wPFLAG Sonora / Mother Lode Chaptétor more info call their voice mail at (209) 5B365
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HIV/AIDS Services & Support Sac GLBT Bars & Clubs
¢ HIV/AIDS Services in El Dorado, Placer & Nevada County BADLANDS
Sierra Foothill AIDS Foundation at EB-2437 2003 K St 916-441-6823 OR SacBadlands.com

wHIV/AIDS Services in Amador, Calaveras & Tuolumne County | tue goLT
Sierra Heah Resources at 268366792 5 o 2560 Boxwood St., 916-649-8420 OR SacBolt.com
w /Tw9{ JTTAYAO 2F {I ONIF YSyYyu?2
We transform lives through HIV/AIDS care, research and community awaren| THE DEPOT
Visit www.caresclinic.org/ or contact (916) 43299 2001 K St., Sac, 916-441-6823 OR TheDepot.net

The SGMN News & Blog is a composite of stories compiled for your enjoyment FACES

Comments, articles, stories, ect. are always Welcome! 2000 K St., Sac, 916-448-7798 OR Faces.net
Online subscriptions are FREE, please contact us & yualzft R f
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and contain additional pages and local information on events.

MERCANTILE SALOON

A1S |
oK 1928 L St., Sac, 916-447-0792 28 L St., Sac,
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SeniorGays.org is a new entity that is being developed as a resource for the senior gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgel

(GLBT) community. We also welcome-friandly members of the community. ItlBased in Sacrament@alifornia and
meetingswill be held at the local Sacramento Gay & Lesbian Center (formerly the Lambda Community. Center

The purpose of the group is to exchange ideas, opinions, and offer mutual support in all areas of interest to the memb
The group may also plan sakevents and outings whiowill be posted on the schedule as well as a number of other activities
the group is holding.

C2NJ Y2NB Ay TF2NXI GA 2gmply oist their Wébsite.gticaniBol-gét endpe?imidantation aboihis
group andprogram at the Sacramento Gay & Lesbian Center (phone: 910 i8R ext 130 fax: 916 32840).

THE BOLT'S ANNIVERSARY PARTY

Saturday, April 5, 2008
Helpus celebrate The BOLT'S SECOND ANNIVERSARY! Load up on DRINK SPECIALS and FREE MEXICA
doors open at 2:00pm! NO COVER!


http://www.sgmn.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/WesternSlopeMensSocialGroup/
http://www.nevadacountypride.org/
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Alarming News on GLB Teen Drug Use!

Gay, leshian, and bisexual teens are 190% more likely to abuse
illegal substances than heterosexual youths, MedicalNewsToday.com
reported on March 19™. A new study by the University of Pittsburgh
shows that among this group of GLB teens, the odds were higher for
bisexual youths, 340%, and lesbian youths, at 400%.

fHomophobia, discrimination, and victimization are largely what are responsible for these
substance use disparities in young gay people,0said study leader Michael P. Marshal, assistant
professor of psychiatry at the Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic of UPMC.

fHistory shows that when marginalized groups are oppressed and do not have equal
opportunities and equal rights, they suffer. Our results show that gay youth are clearly no
exception.o

The results come from a look at 18 previous studies between 1994 and 2006, which tested
the associations between drug use and sexual orientation in teens. The substances in the study
included cigarettes, alcohol, marijuana, cocaine, methamphetamine, and injection drugs.

fit is important to remember that the vast majority of gay youth are happy and healthy,
despite the stressors of living in a violent, homophobic society,0Marshal said in the article.
fiviore than anything, gay youth need love, support, and acceptance from their family members
and friends. It also is imperative that health care providers offer a safe, confidential environment
to discuss health care needs with gay teens.o

Something Different Online
from Sacramento

www.checkerednation.com

The other day while surfing the Internet | ran across an interesting Website put together by 3
young gay men (Mark, Willam&Kevi n) i n Sacramento called ¥

The site features a weekly V-blog where these guys comment on a variety of topics they go
through from dating, HIV status, girlfriends, body image to more serious topics concerning
relationships and sex.

ltés a |ittle different, but worth a | ook
generation.

Throughout the month of April there are
a number of events scheduled for El
Dor ado, Pl acer and N

GLBT suffer too from abusive partners,
friends and family members.

Please contact the various agencies
below for more information or 911.

El Dorado County Placer County
The Center for Violence-Free Relationships P.E.A.C. E. FOR FAMILIES
Placerville (530) 626-1131 or (916) 939-6616  (530) 885-0443

South Lake Tahoe Nevada County

South Lake Tahoe Wo me ! Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault
(530) 544-4444 Coalition (530) 272-3467
Amadore County 24/7 Crisis Help Line
Operation Care 909.626.4357 OR 626.966.4155

(209) 223-2600

6" AnnualPlacervileMe n 6 s Mar c h
April 19", 2008 in Placerville

Free Pancake Breakfast 8:30am with Opening Ceremony at 10:00a
Call for more informatio30-626-1450 / 5309394464


http://www.checkerednation/

